
So You Want To Work For NASA? 

 

I get asked all the time “How can I work for NASA? “What do I have to do in order to work for NASA?” 

Well here’s some information to help you out!  

~Note that these are my thoughts and not those of NASA or any other government entity. 

 

FYI these are NASA Occupational Groupings (circa. 2018) 

● 60% are Professional, Engineering, and Scientific  

● 24% are Administrative and Management 

● 9% are Technical and Medical Support 

● 7% Clerical and Administrative Support 

 

What should I major in/what degree should I get? 

● I’m going to assume you’re in the first category - wanting to be a scientist or engineer.  

● If you like designing and building, then pick engineering. 

● If you like studying and doing analysis to find new information or infer knowledge, then pick scientist. 

 

What type of engineer should I be? 

● Pick the type of engineering that interests you most; NASA does everything. 

● Most are Aerospace Engineers and Mechanical Engineers (I have both degrees) 

● Aerospace, Mechanical, Mechatronics, Electrical, Civil, Physics, Chemical, and more. 

 

What type of scientist should I be? 

● Pick the type of science that interests you most; NASA does everything. 

● FYI in the movie the Martian, the astronaut was a botanist - studying plants 

● Astrophysics, Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, Cosmology, Geology, and more 

 

Do I have to get a Ph. D? 

● To become a NASA scientist you pretty much have to have a Ph. D. 

● To become a NASA engineer, you do not have to have a Ph. D. Most are actually Masters. I have a 

Masters in Aerospace Engineering from Georgia Tech. 

 

Where should I go to school? 

● A school that has the degree you want, the research you’re interested in, and a connection with NASA 

via professors or research 

What if I’m not a U.S. citizen? 

● It’s NOT impossible. It is much more difficult for there are less positions - ITAR. 

● Some of my friends have gotten green cards and then became U.S. citizens. 

 

Internships are a great way to start and get your foot in the door with experience. I have worked with non U.S. 

Citizen interns, but it was difficult to share information with them due to ITAR. You can fill out an application 

and apply for them here: https://intern.nasa.gov/  

 

Most importantly...work hard, stay dedication, and never give up. 

 

To learn more about my journey, you can order my book To NASA & Beyond here. 

 

To inquire about hiring me as a S.T.E.M. Mentor, you can check read about it here. 

– Kevin J DeBruin –  

https://intern.nasa.gov/
http://www.tonasaandbeyond.com/
https://kevinjdebruin.com/stemmentor/

